Love Lives On

Those we love are never really lost. !

We feel them in so many special ways. !
Through friends they always cared about
and dreams they left behind . !In beauty
that they added to our daysHn words of
wisdom, we still carry with us, and
memories that never will be gone EThose
we love are never really lost to us.!For
everywhere their special love lives on.
Author unknown

Memorial Garden

Briarlake will dedicate our new garden to
Janice Benator. Mr. Benator asked that in lieu
of flowers, donations be made to Briarlake
Elementary for the new garden that will be
lovingly kept inMrs. BenatorOs hondiryou

wish to make a donation to the Janice Benator
Memorial Garden please make checks payable
to: Janice Benator Memorial Fund and mail to:

Janice Wogoer ‘Bena!"

Briarlake Elementary School 1973-2009
3590 Lavista Road
Decatur, GA 30033

We will accept donations throughout the year.
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A Note from the Principal...

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year! | want to take this opportunity to welcome you back to Briarlake Ele
mentary and tell you how excited | am about the upcoming school year! | would also like to persorally wel
come all of our new families to Briarlake. We have planned a number of interesting educational activities anc
family events for this school year. You can see all of these wonderful events located in the Family Handbook
the 2009-2010 Briarlake Calendar of Events.

In addition to the educational activities we have planned, we are also very excited about being named the No
Central feeder school for the Severe/Profound Intellectually Disabled students. We will have 2 classrooms w
5 new faculty members to support this program. We welcome Mrs. Warbington, Mrs. Moseley Mrs. Graf, Mrs
Hutchinson and Ms. Ako-Arrey. | would also like to welcome Ms. Fields, part-time gifted/ESOL teacher and
Ms. Goodwin, part-time music.

| am also very enthusiastic about our latest instructional technology upgrades. These include creating a com
puter lab in the room located in the Media Center and a refresh to our Media Center with 12 new workstation:
We continue to integrate technology into our instructional program because we know it is engaging for the stt
dents and is a necessary part of learning. Our mission and that of DeKalb schools is to establish and mainte
technology-rich teaching and learning environment where students and staff develop 21st century skills to be
successful citizens in a global community.

This school year we will be utilizing a new student information system. The Management Information Systen
department will replace the current Student Information System with a more robust, web-based application
called eSIS. Implementation of this project will occur throughout the 2009-2010 school year. We look forwarc
to all faculty and staff learning and utilizing this new system. All teachers will be trained the week of-preplan
ning on how to set up their grade books and maintain attendance with this new system. In the very new futur
parents will be able to access the parent portal to view their childOs grades (more to come about this!).

| want to personally thank the faculty and staff for their dedication to Briarlake! They spent many countless
hours working this summer to prepare for this school year. Several staff members read ORigor Is Not a Four
Letter WordO. | look forward to participating in a book discussion with all faculty regarding the coneepts dis
cussed in this book; some faculty attended professional learning opportunities including Project ICE and pro
methean board training. In addition, we had 4 faculty members and a parent that attended the Master Garder
program sponsored by Fernbank Science Center. The participants spent countless hours learning how to be
Oexpert gardenersO. These individuals were: Mrs. Byrne, parent, Ms. DeFrancis, Mrs. Elliott, Mrs. Moody ar
Mrs. Spencer.

A great big thank you to Ms. Jenks who coordinated our first summer camp opportunity for Briarlake students
and the larger community. In addition, thanks to the wonderful teachers and counselors who taught and help
out with this week long camp. Camp Invention was a huge success and enjoyed by more than 70 students r:
ing in grades from 1-5. We look forward to offering this again next summer!

continued on page 3
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A Note from the Principal... (continued)

Again, thank you for entrusting your children with us as we embark on this school year! Briarlake is a School
of Excellence because of the caring, dedicated staff and the involved parents and larger school community.
are in the business of helping your child grow to become a successful adult. | look forward to working with yc

as we strive to provide the highest quality education that maximizes their potential and prepares them for the
future! | look forward to getting to know each family. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free
to call me at 678-874-2502.

Sincerely,

Dr. Ann Culbreath

Co-PresidentsO Message

Dear Briarlake Families,

Scliaaf

2 Ercoflenit ,
W It is hard to believe we will be starting school soon and that we will be doing so
without our friend, teacher, and co-worker Janice Benator. We will miss her in so
many ways and will need each other to find ways this year to celebrate her life and help each other heal as w
deal with this loss.

We hope you have had a safe summer. August 10th, the first day of school is not far away and we have man
events and plans for the new school year. One of our biggest changes is a new email messenger that we wil
need everyone to sign up for or re-sign up for in order to receive our weekly email blasts. The link to sign up
for the emails from the PTA is on the Briarlake websiww.briarlakepta.org

Along with this new format B and your help- we are going to go paperless (as much as possible!) with the ha
book and the beaver bulletin. They will both be available on the school website. We will have paper copies
available to those who do not have internet access.

Please remember that Open House is on Wednesday, August 5th from 8-12. This is the time to sign up for y«
PTA membership D if there are two parents or guardians in the family please make sure both are signed up f
membership. You will also be able to get information about various school activities and after school activitie:
get your new school T-shirt, pick up your Sally Foster packet, and see old and new friends!

We will be having a New Parent Orientation on July 31st from 5:30-6:30 pm in the school cafeteria. Please le
any new parents know as they will receive a lot of valuable information at this session.

We can always use volunteers so think about what you might like to help with this year. Many of the voluntee
opportunities are listed in the handbook Bcheck it out on the website.
Our summer PTA meeting is now scheduled for 6 pm,Tuesday, July 28th at the house of Leigh Harris.

Sarah and Laurie
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Support Healthy Habits at Briarlake - Brain Food at Snack Time!

Try these low sugar, low salt, low fat foods for your child's snack day. Here are 20 easy, popular (and nut fre
fall treats:
1. Ants on a log - Celery and cream cheese with raisins
2. Fresh fruit burritos - bananas, strawberries, or sliced melon and cream cheese or vanilla
yogurt wrapped in tortilla
3 Air-popped popcorn sprinkled with Parmesan Cheese
4 Cheese sticks and apple wedges
5. Homemade chex mix or dry cereal with raisins
6. Carrot sticks with hummus and pita
7 Cracker or rice cake "pizzas" with sliced cheese and salami or tomato
8 Orange wedges or whole clementines
9. Flavored rice cakes with cream cheese and avocado
10. Vanilla wafers, gingersnaps and grapes
11.  Applesauce (unsweetened) and graham crackers
12. Cottage cheese with grape tomatoes or fresh fruit
13. Cornbread muffins and dried fruit
14. Bananas and granola bars*
15. Melon slices
16. Bagels with cream cheese
17. Tortillas with cheese
18. Fig bars and fresh berries
19. crackers and cheese cubes
20.  yogurt and animal crackers
* some may contain nuts

Recycle

Recycle your old CDs and DVDs
Contact BIll Herring abillherringlcsw@gmail.confior more information.

Rel3ections
The theme for this yearOs National PTA competition is OBeauty is...O Start working on those entries!

School Supplies

Please note that the supply lists for school supplies for each grade are posted on our website B
www.briarlakepta.org
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Dress Code

All students are expected to dress
appropriately for school. Re
vised dress code procedures for
the 2009-2010 school year can be
reviewed on our website. Stu
dents who fail to comply with the
DeKalb School System dress
code requirements will receive
consequences according to the
Code of Student Conduct.

The following is the Briarlake
dress code:

1. Long pants, skirts, dresses and
shirts are always acceptable.

2. Shorts may be worn by all stu
dents, but must fall to fingertip
length.

3. Unacceptable attire:

tank tops, midriff tops, halter
tops, or tops with spaghetti
straps. clothing containing eb
scenities or logos about drugs,
alcohol, or tobacco

Shoes must be appropriate for all
normal school activities includ
ing physical education. No open
toed shoes or shoes with built in
skates are permitted.

Fridays are school spirit days.
Show your school spirit wearing
your Briarlake shirts or school
colors (green and white).

Email Distribution list

Weekly emails will be sent by the
PTA providing information on
upcoming dates, events, and gen
eral news. Register for PTA
emails by going to our website
www.briarlakepta.orgnd click

ing on the link OSign me up for
emailsO.

School Lunches
The cost of a student lunch is

$1.75. Adult
4 lunches are
23

$2.75. An
extra serving
of milk may

be purchased
for 50 cents.
Ice cream may
be purchased
for 50 cents.

Payment may be made weekly,
monthly, or daily as students go
through the serving line. Checks
should be made payable to Briar
lake School Cafeteria. To ensure
proper credit, please write your
studentOs name and PIN number
(assigned at the beginning of the
year) on the checks. In addition,
an online prepayment program is
available at
www.mylunchmoney.com

Carpool
Information

Parents who drive through ear
pool to pick-up or drop-off their
student(s) should adhere to the
following directions: Use the
playground angled driveway on
Briarlake Road to enter the
school grounds. NO LEFT
TURNS are permitted. Form (2)
lanes on the driveway. At the top
of the hill, please alternate enter
ing the single carpool line for
pick-up and drop-off. The other

driveway is for buses and day
5

care vans only. Please watch for
them as you enter the single car
pool line. Do not let children out
of the car until you reach the
front of the school.

No left turns may be made into
the school from Briarlake Road
between 7:15 a.m. and 8:15 a.m.
and between 2:10 and 3:10 p.m.
Violation of this ordinance

blocks traffic on Lavista Road
and drivers will be given tickets
for illegal left turns.

If you need help determining

how to get to the carpool line and
avoid the left turns please see the
maps in the handbook.

Please follow instructions given
by our safety patrols. Their job
is to keep our children safe.
Please do not use cell phones
while proceeding through car
pool.
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Open House

Wednesday, August 5th
8am - 12 Noon

8am - 10 am
Kindergarten - 1st grade

9am - 1lam
2nd and 3rd grade

10am - noon
4th and 5th

During Open House you will
have the opportunity to sign up
for the PTA, sign up for volun
teer opportunities, buy t-shirts,
get your Sally Foster packets,
and check out after school activi
ties. Please join us!

New Students

¥ Only a parent or guardian of a
student may register the student
for school.

¥ Copy of the parent/guardian
photo identification

¥ Age: A child must be four (4)
years old on or before Septem
ber 1st to enroll in pre-
kindergarten. A child must be
five (5) years old on or before
September 1st to enroll in kin
dergarten. A child must be six
(6) years old on or before Sep
tember 1st to enroll in first
grade in any Georgia public
school.

¥ Birth Certificate: The official
(original, not a copy) birth cer
tificate showing the state file
number is required. The hospi
tal certificate is not adequate.

¥ Immunization Certificate, Form
#3231: The immunization cer
tificate is available from the
DeKalb County Health De
partment or your private physi
cian. Form 3231 is the only
form acceptable for school en
try and must be on file for
every enrolled student. Form
3231 complies with current
recommendations of the
American Academy of Pediat
rics.
Eye, Ear, and Dental Screenings
Certificate, Form 3300: The eye,
ear, and dental certificates are
available from the health depart
ment or your private physician/
dentist. An eye, ear, and dental
certificate (Form 3300) must be
on file for every enrolled student.

Proof of Residency: All persons
wishing to enroll a student in any
DeKalb School must show proof
of residency in the correct atten
dance area of DeKalb County. A
current utility bill (gas or elec
tricity only), a current lease, or
current mortgage agreement are
the only acceptable proofs of
residency.
¥ Phone bills, water bills, per
sonal checks, credit card bills,
driverOs licenses, expired
leases, or old closing state
ments are not adequate proofs
of  residency.
¥ Social Security: No student
will be denied enroliment in the
DeKalb County School System
for declining to provide his/her
Social Security number or for
declining to apply for such a
number. A Social Security

6

number will be requested, but
providing it is voluntary. Ap
propriate forms are available
for parents who either wish to
apply or deny the request

¥ Custody/Guardianship: Proof
of custody / guardianship must
be provided if the child does
not live with both natural par
ents. Custody orders or guardi
anship papers from the court
system must be shown to
school officials at the time of
enrollment.

¥ Transfer students whose re
cords are complete at another
DeKalb County school need
only bring current proof of
residency.

Returning Students
Need proof of residence (see
above)
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Beaver Bulletin Briarlake Elementary PTA, July 2009

Briarlake PTA Ofbcers

2009 b 2010

Co Presidents:

Sarah Rigby 404-315-9383hrigby@yahoo.com
or Briarlakepta@gmail.com

Laurie Hobbs 404-320-6700hobbs9@bellsouth.net

1st Vice Presidents (Programs):

Litsa Vastakis 404-634-7977
Lvastakis@bellsouth.net

Heidi Carpenter 770-939-7628iDC228@aol.com

2nd Vice Presidents (Fundraising):
Irenea Seufert 770-908-2817
Iseufert@mindspring.com
Michelle Lindner 404-248-0513
4lindners@bellsouth.net

Treasurer:
Micki Gulley 404-424-9183
mickigulleypoa@comcast.net

Secretary :

Jessica White 404-728-9222sJohn@comcast.net

Parliamentarian:

Loretta Salzano-Vanni 404-248-0587
Isalzano@franzen-salzano.c

Briarlake Elementary School
3590 LaVista Road

Decatur, GA 30033
School Phone: 678-874-2502
School Info Line: 678-874-2500

PTA E-mail:briarlakepta@gmail.com

www.briarlakepta.org

" Briarlake Elementary
A Georgia School of Excellence

everychild.onevoice.
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