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Principal’s Corner 

Fall is in the airÉ

 The Fall Festival was a great event!   Thank you to everyone who pitched in to help with this wonderful family 
and community event.  It was a fun-filled day for everyone who attended! A great big thank you to Briarlake Baptist, Mrs. 
Christy Kramer and Mrs. LeDetra White for coordinating the Service day for our school on October 4! Thanks to all of the 
volunteers, our building and grounds look wonderful!   

Our Fifth grade classes attended Blue Ridge Outdoor Education Center and had a great time on this extended day trip and 
learned a great deal about ecology and working together!

 Please join us in welcoming Mr. Kirk Lunde, Kindergarten Paraprofessional in Mrs. Winburn and Ms. FaberÕs 
class.  We are so happy to have him at Briarlake and look forward to having him serve our students!

 Enjoy the helpful homework hints provided below:

Homework Hints

• Assume that your children will have studying to do every night. 

• Ask your children if they understand their homework. If they do not, work a few examples to-
gether. 

• Ask your children to show you their homework after the teacher returns it, to learn where 
they're having trouble and where they're doing well. See if your children did the work correctly. 

• Stay in touch with your children's teachers. Ask about their classes and what they are studying. 
Ask their teachers how you can support what they are studying (flash cards, spelling, etc.). 

• Remember, you and their teachers want the same thing — to help your children learn. 

• Don't be afraid to get in touch with the teacher if you and your child don't understand an as-
signment or if your child is having a great deal of trouble. Almost all parents run into these 
problems, and teachers are glad to help. 

• Don't do your children's work for them. Help them learn how to do it themselves. 

• Show your children that you think homework is important. If you are at work during homework 
time, ask to see their work when you get home. 

Continued on Page 2
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• Praise your children for doing well. Make praise a habit. 

• Maintain a portfolio of "best pieces." 

• Ask your school about tips or guides for helping your children develop good study habits. 

• Help older students organize their assignments by recording them on calendars or planners, 
along with due dates, dates turned in, etc. 

This guide is a joint project of NEA and National PTA.

Sincerely,

Dr. Culbreath

Co-Presidents’ Message

Hello Briarlake Families!

 We have officially entered the fall season with a hugely successful Fall 
Festival! What a beautiful day we had to celebrate the season. Thanks to ALL the 

volunteers for helping to make this one of the best festivals yet. 
 This month the children enjoyed a fire safety assembly, a peace assembly, and got their flags planted de-
spite the rain!  Thank you to Briarlake Baptist for helping us clean up inside and out last weekend Ð your help is 
greatly appreciated. 
 We are now in the middle of testing so please continue to make sure your child comes to school well- 
rested and having had a good breakfast. 
 Our next PTA meeting is Tuesday, October 20th. Please mark your calendars and plan attend. 

Hope everyone had a safe and happy fall break Ð welcome back! 

Sarah and Laurie

GREETINGS FROM GIFTED!

Who knew the Social Studies Fair was going to be so much work?  In our 5th grade Discovery class, we are get-
ting ready to enter the Dekalb County Social Studies Fair.  We have been learning all about choosing the right
topic, finding good resources, taking notes, writing an outline, compiling our information into a typed report 
and creating a visual display of our research.  Some of us are working alone while others are working with a
partner.  We will have our local school Social Studies Fair at the end of October to see who will go on to the 
county level Social Studies Fair in November.  It is a lot of work, but it is good practice for middle school!

~Shermel Francis, 5th Grade Discovery student
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Results for the “Toad-ally Awesome” Sally Foster Fundraiser
Congratulations!  Briarlake sold $23,000 in Sally Foster earning our school $11,500.  This beat last yearÕs sales! 
Thank you to EVERY student who participated.  EVERY sale made a difference and is very appreciated!    
ÒWay to goÓ to the two classrooms with the highest participation!

Mrs. Johnson (4th): Highest participation - 76%        Mrs. Winburn (K): Second highest participation - 69%

Honorable mentions go to Mrs. Tonka and Mrs. PittmanÕs classes.

Big congratulations and thanks to our top 2 sellers and their families for their outstanding effort and hard work! 
Harris Simpson: Top seller with over $900 in Sally Foster sales!      Pete Neal: Second highest seller with over 
$700 in sales!

Special THANK YOU also to the following students who sold $250+:

Caelyn Banks, Jay Bozza, Benjamin Brass, Alp Calapkulu, Kelsey Fitts, Ansely Fox, Shermel Francis, Will 
Grice, Ansley Guerino, John Harris, Casey Herring, Jordan Lin, Christion Ma-
son, Andrew Ringo, Jonathan Roberts, Quinnlan Roberts, Kylie Robinson, and 
Lena Schaefer.

Over 70 students sold $150 or more and enjoyed a ride on the Fur Bus!

Sally Foster orders went home with your child!on 
Tuesday, Oct. 13.
Check your order right away.  If you have issues, use the order-error form en-
closed in your box.  Report errors by Thursday, Oct. 22.   This is a hard deadline.  Please donÕt miss it.

Thanks to the Green Team who will collect Sally Foster boxes to recycle on Friday, October 16 during 
morning carpool.  You don't even have to get out of your car!

Thank you to all students, parents, teachers, and staff for their generous support of this yearÕs Sally Foster fund-
raiser!

Irenea Seufert and Michele Lindner

Sally Foster Chairpersons

Green Team News
What a great time we had at the Fall Festival.  It was wonderful to see so many people enjoying the day.  Green 
Team members Bill Wright,  Susan Duderstadt and Heidi Blanck were especially thrilled to see the huge success 
of the famous Marble Run.  The Briarlake community has many budding engineers.  Chemists were also very 
busy creating their own non-toxic cleaning solutions.  Thanks to all,  the Green Team had a blast at the Festival.

It was also great to see so many walkers on International Walk to School Day.  Even in spite of the rain,  we had 
alot of happy healthy walkers enjoying their soggy hike to school.  It's pretty cool knowing the rest of the world 

Continued on Page 4
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was walking too. The Green Team wishes to support the Safe Routes to School 
Committee with the walking cards.  Please try to walk or bike to school as often as 
you can.  A safety patrol will be watching,  and ready to punch a hole in your 
walking card when you arrive to school.  So carry those cards with you.  At the 
end of 10 weeks,  we will collect the cards to put in a drawing to win a raffle 
prize.  So it's Walk to Win !

Our juice pouches are really adding up.  We get 2 cents for every pouch, so keep 
them coming. Sometimes the bin makes its way into the cafeteria.  If you don't see 
it just inside the front doors,  then look for it there.  Thanks so much for filling it up.  The landfills are certainly 
feeling a void.

Our next big event is on Friday,  October 16th.  Please recycle your Sally Foster boxes and any electronics.  The 
Green Team will greet you in the morning carpool lane to receive your goods.  You don't even have to get out of 
your car.   The list of electronics accepted is found on the following link.   
www.decaturga.com/cgs_citysvcs_sfm_electronics.aspx

We look forward to seeing you out walking and dropping off goods for recycling.

Thank you,

The Green Team

Spotlight
Each month we highlight an individual or group of outstanding educators or staff at Briarlake 
Elementary School.  Those selected have exhibited a passion for learning and embrace educa-
tion as a life-long pursuit.  They care about their students, parents and communities.  This 
month, weÕd like to spotlight: 

Diana Berry What is the one thing you look forward to every day 
you come to work?

It's hard to pick one thing I look forward to at Briar-
lake on a daily basis, since it is such a great school, 
but I really enjoy interacting
with the students - finding out what they like to read, 
recommending books to them, and having them 
recommend books to me.

How many books are in the library?

12,446, plus or minus a few

What are your favorite primary school books?

My favorites are: the Harry Potter series; Tale of 
Despereaux; Watson's Go to Birmingham, 1963; 
and all of Eric Rohman's books. (I was fortunate 
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enough to be on the Caldecott Award Committee the 
year we chose Mr. Rohman's "My Friend Rabbit"  to 
receive the Caldecott Medal.)

When did you know that being a Librarian (Media 
Specialist) was the perfect fit for you?

I decided in 5th grade to become a librarian, when I 
first worked in the one at school, and that was the 
beginning of my adventures. I have been a librarian 
in the following fields: Fine Arts Reference; Young 
Adult and Children's Services Coordinator; Outreach 
Services - bookmobiles, hospitals, jails; Library for 
the Blind and Physically Handicapped; Assistant Di-
rector of the Cayman Islands Public Library; school 
librarian at Fort Buchanan in Puerto Rico and 
DeKalb County.

How long have you been living in Atlanta? And, 
where did you grow up?

I have lived in DeKalb Co. for 12 years. I was born in 
Ohio, moved to Virginia, then to the Cayman Islands 
(where I met my husband), sailed around the Carib-
bean for 3 years, stopped in Puerto Rico for a year, 
then moved to Georgia. I'm still in the process of 
growing up, and don't know where I will finish my 
journey.

What is your favorite place to eat?

The three-way tie for my favorite eaterie: Savage 
Pizza, Avondale Pizza and Mellow Mushroom Pizza. 
(Did I mention that I like good pizza?)

Where is your favorite "book-nook"?

I can become immersed in a book nearly anywhere, 
and on a sailboat is probably the best, but for a land-
based location I particularly like my screened-in front 
porch in Oakhurst.

The New eSIS                     
Parent Assistant 

formerly Parent Portal  

COMING October 23, 2009! 

DeKalb County Schools is transitioning to a new 
student information system, eSIS. As part of this 
transition, we are excited to announce the availabil-
ity of a new parent portal application, Parent Assis-
tant (PA), beginning October 23, 2009.  
 
Parent Assistant (PA) is a secure, web-based stu-
dent access information application for parents, 
guardians, and students. Access and data is secure 
in that users can view only that information for which 
they are authorized. Additionally, with the entire dis-
trict having one SIS parent portal, parents will be 
able to see data for every child in any school level. 
 
Features & BeneÞts 
• Ability to check student information 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week 
• Ability to view a variety of student information 
such as attendance and discipline 
• Increased sense of ownership and 
responsibility for personal progress through 
viewing of homework assignments and due 
dates, grades, test scores and personal course 
schedules 
• Improved communications with the school and 
with students! teachers with online messages 
• Ability to ensure basic demographic data is up- 
to-date ~ view information such as address and 
telephone, emergency contacts and more 

Helpful Tip:  Progress Reports come home this 
week. "Save It!!
If you want to be able to track your student's 
grades and attendance, "you will have to sign 
up again for the new program. "You will need 
the student numbers that are located on the 
"progress report (student number and GTID
- which stands for Georgia Testing ID)!

Keep it handy to make sign-up easier when they 
launch the new program.
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DeKalb 
County School System 

Mission and Vision

MISSION

The Mission of the DeKalb County School 
System is to form a collaborative effort be-
tween home and school that maximizes stu-
dents’ social and academic potential, preparing 
them to compete in a global society.

VISION

“Premier DeKalb Schools - Setting the 
Standard for Excellence through 

Unity and Purpose”

Briarlake Elementary: 

A Georgia School of Excellence

Briarlake Elementary School
3590 LaVista Road

Decatur, GA 30033

School Phone: 678-874-
2502

School Info Line: 678-
874-2500

PTA E-mail: 

briarlakepta@gmail.com

www.briarlakepta.org

Briarlake Elementary School 

Values, Vision and Mission

VALUES

We value a multi-disciplinary learning experience that 
promotes student achievement in a challenging, stimu-
lating environment.

We believe in sustaining continuous progress in the 
core curriculum while providing enrichment and ac-
celeration so that all students reach their full academic 
potential. We believe our knowledgeable and caring 
staff holds high expectations for all students and pro-
vides a risk-free environment to facilitate the devel-
opment of good citizenship and character in each stu-
dent.

VISION

We envision a change in the status quo as we create a 
culture of new expectations. We expect our stakehold-
ers to work collaboratively to raise standards and in-
crease achievement in the academic program for all 
students at Briarlake Elementary.

MISSION

We accept the charge to form a collaborative effort 
between home and school that maximizes students’ 
social and academic potential, preparing them to con-
tribute to the common good of the community and to 
compete successfully in a global society. 

Mark Your Calendars

Oct 16  Class picture and picture re-take day

Oct 16   Thanksgiving lunch forms due, Recy 
  cle Sally Foster Boxes and electronics  
  in morning carpool

Oct 20  PTA meeting

Oct 22  Terrific Thursday

Oct 26-30   Red Ribbon week
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